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At page 30, please delete in its entirety the paragraph beginning at line 36 and 
substitute therefor the following paragraph: 



^Addition of RANKL to DC cultures significantly increased the degree of DC 

aggregation and cluster formation above control cultures, similar to the effects seen with 
CD40L. Sorted human CDla+ DC were cultured in a cytokine cocktail (GM-CSF IL-4 
TNF-a and FL), in cocktail plus CD40L (Ijxg/ml), in cocktail plus RANKL (l^g/ml) or 
in cocktail plus heat inactivated (AH) RANKL (lug/ml) in 24-well flat bottomed culture 
Plates in 1 ml culture media for 48-72 hours and then photographed using an inversion 
microscope. An increase in DC aggregation and cluster formation above control cultures 
was not evident when heat inactivated RANKL was used, indicating that this effect was 
dependent on biologically active protein. However, initial phenotypic analysis of 
adhesion molecule expression indicated that RANKL-induced clustering was not due to 
increased levels of CD2, CD 1 la, CD54 orCD58fj: 

At page 31, please delete in its entirety the paragraph beginning at line 11 and 
substitute therefor the following paragraph: 



^The addition of RANKL to CDla+DC enhanced their allo-stimulatory capacity 

in a mixed lymphocyte reaction (MLR) by at least 3- to 10-fold, comparable to CD40L- 
cultured DC (Figure 2). Allogeneic T cells (1x105) were incubated with varying numbers 
of irradiated (2000 rad) DC cultured as indicated above in 96-well round bottomed 
culture plates in 0.2 ml culture medium for four days. The cultures were pulsed with 
0.5 mCi [3H]-thymidine for eight hours and the cells harvested onto glass fiber sheets for 
counting on a gas phase 0 counter. The background counts for either T cells or DC 
cultured alone were <100 cpm. Values represent the mean ± SD of triplicate cultures 
Heat inactivated RANKL had no effect. DC allo-stimulatory activity was not further 
enhanced when RANKL and CD40L were used in combination, possibly due to DC 
functional capacity having reached a maximal level with either cytokine alone. Neither 
RANKL nor CD40L enhanced the in vitro growth of DC over the three day culture 
period. Unlike CD40L, RANKL did not significantly increase the levels of HLA-DR 

^tpression nor the expression of CD80 or CD86.P 



At page 35, please delete in its entirety the paragraph beginning at line 34 and 
substitut e therefor the followin g paragraph: 

Comparison of the nucleotideTequence of murine and hlmT^RANKlndlc^ 
that there were several conserved regions that could be important for TRAF binding. 
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